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the loan contract appears to be in con-
flict with provisions of the mortgage, 
the loan contract shall have prece-
dence with respect to the contractual 
relationship between the borrower and 
RUS with respect to such provision. If 
either document is silent on a matter 
addressed in the other document, the 
other document shall have precedence 
with respect to the contractual rela-
tionship between the borrower and 
RUS with respect to such matter. 

(d) Certain loan contract provisions 
subject to subsequent rulemaking.If a 
loan contract provision imposes an ob-
ligation or limitation on the borrower 
whose interpretation or specification is 
subject to RUS regulations or the dis-
cretion of the Administrator or RUS, 
such interpretation or specification 
shall be subject to subsequent rule-
making. Such interpretation or speci-
fication of the borrower’s obligations 
or limitations may not exceed the au-
thority granted to the Administrator 
or RUS in the loan contract provision. 

§ 1718.101 Applicability. 
(a) Distribution borrowers.The provi-

sions of this subpart apply to all dis-
tribution borrowers that obtain a loan 
or loan guarantee from RUS approved 
on or after January 29, 1996. Distribu-
tion borrowers that obtain a lien ac-
commodation or any other form of fi-
nancial assistance from RUS after Jan-
uary 29, 1996, may be required to exe-
cute a new loan contract and new 
mortgage. Moreover, any distribution 
borrower may submit a request to RUS 
that a new loan contract and new 
mortgage be executed. Within the con-
straints of time and staff resources, 
RUS will attempt to honor such re-
quests. Borrowers must first obtain the 
concurrence of any other mortgagees 
on their existing mortgage before a 
new mortgage can be executed. 

(b) Other borrowers.Borrowers other 
than distribution borrowers may also 
submit requests for execution of a new 
loan contract pursuant to this subpart 
and a new mortgage pursuant to sub-
part B of this part. RUS may approve 
such requests if it determines that 
such approval is in the government’s fi-
nancial interest. If other mortgagees 
are on the borrower’s existing mort-
gage, their concurrence would be re-

quired before a new mortgage could be 
executed. 

§ 1718.102 Definitions. 

For the purposes of this subpart: 
Borrower means any organization 

that has an outstanding loan made or 
guaranteed by the Rural Utilities Serv-
ice (RUS) or its predecessor, the Rural 
Electrification Administration, for 
rural electrification, or that is seeking 
such financing. 

Distribution borrower means a bor-
rower that sells or intends to sell elec-
tric power and energy at retail in rural 
areas, the latter being defined in 7 CFR 
1710.2. 

Loan documents means the mortgage 
(or other security instrument accept-
able to RUS), the loan contract, and 
the promissory note entered into be-
tween the borrower and RUS. 

§ 1718.103 Loan contract provisions. 

Loan contracts executed pursuant to 
this subpart shall contain such provi-
sions as RUS determines are appro-
priate to further the purposes of the 
RE Act and to ensure that the security 
for the loan will be reasonably ade-
quate and that the loan will be repaid 
according to the terms of the promis-
sory note. Such loan contracts will 
contain provisions addressing, but not 
necessarily limited to, the following 
matters: 

(a) Description of the purpose of the 
loan; 

(b) Specification of the interest to be 
charged on the loan, including the 
method for determining the interest 
rate if it is not fixed for the entire 
term of the loan; 

(c) Specification of the method for 
repaying the loan principal, including 
the final maturity of the loan; 

(d) The conditions under which the 
loan may be prepaid before its matu-
rity date, including but not limited to 
requirements regarding the prepay-
ment of loans made concurrently by 
RUS and another secured lender; 

(e) The method for making scheduled 
payments on the loan; 

(f) Accounting principles and system 
of accounts, and RUS authority to ap-
prove the accountant used by the bor-
rower; 
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